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July 2024  “… let’s wind the clock back 75 years … 
the defence sector owned the technical futures
… if we wind forward to 2024 … 
commercial decisions by companies 
now drive the future of technology across the board …”



A Long-Standing Curiosity in Military v Consumer Technology
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Points?

Specialised to 
Ubiquitous

Technology Year Commercial 
Development 

Simulation Software 2007 Bohemia’s VBS2

eXtended Reality XR 2013 Oculus Rift

Simulation Graphics 2022 Unreal Engine

Drones 2022 (Ukraine War)

Artificial intelligence 2022 ChatGPT

3D Interoperability 
Standards 2023 OpenUSD



Thoughts
#1 of 2

•Where we are:
•Increased competition with adversaries 
leveraging the same technologies

•Growing dependency on external 
providers

•Need for interoperability with existing 
defence infrastructure

•Acquisition systems focused on “big 
ticket” projects

•Ethical, security, and reliability 
concerns

•Defence still a relatively small market?



Thoughts
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•Way Forward?
•Invest in focused military R&D to address 
unique needs

•Build innovation pipelines with tech 
companies to ensure continuous 
capability evolution

•Prioritise interoperability using open 
standards

•Develop ethical guidelines for emerging 
technologies and supporting data

•Help educate the workforce on emerging 
technologies and support 
warfighter-driven innovation


